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wig Ernard, SOOI DC av-
|eling to Washmgton to negotiate
'fhrther on issue.

marks and ne suggested taal ke
poorcer mines he compensated I

Bonn, Germany

All political parties are un-

ifrom public funds to the extent!
of 300,000,000 marks. )"

West . Germany & punacsta

5

(lower house) has approved a:

‘liappy over the situation wilich
‘has arisen. None of them want

Tt was signiiicant that not only It
the opposition but also experts L

goverament proposal to impose a ‘to  accept responsibility for
heavy duty on imported coal inicither the unemployment which
an effort to avoid scrious unem- jmight result from }e]ectlon of
ployment in the Ruhr mines. ithe tariff or for increases in

Today therc - are 15,000.000 ! ¢]ectricity, gas, and other prices
tons of unsold coal stacl;cd in; iexpected in due course to follow
the Rubr. The government wanis ) the anticipated coal costs.
at least to prevent this amount. The vast majority in Chan-
from increasing by imposing a‘cellor Konrad Adenauer’s Chris-:
tariff of 20 marks ($4.76) on im=- i tjan Democratic. Union approved, !
porils from countries outside the!except most of those from the
European Economic Communily iporth German constituencies
(ccmmon  market). This step|which will be adversely affected
should be effective as of Feb. 16.iby the tariff. In the Bavarian |would react upon other prices
Any decision of the Bundesrat)pranch of the government ceali- too so that the consumers will
(upper house) Feb. 6 would net{tion there were many absten- |soon be footing the bill. i
prevent its operating, but it may | tions—and for the same reason, ! {
be that protests, especially from! As for the Social Demacrats, Tack Cl‘ltl(:lzed :
the United States, the country ithey were left to free vote,| The situation in the coal in-
most affected, may lead to new | which resulied in about half for dustry is not a happy one. Crit-
negotiations. i (including deputies from the|jecs declare that the trend is

Since the first announcement|Ruhr) and half against intro-|from de-liberalization to cartels
of the government plans, theiducing tariff. to tariffs. And what has hap--

on the government side said that i
long-term structural changes‘in ;i
the coal industry must be: "
planned.

While government and coal
owners maintain that the coal i
tariff will not lead to increased:
prices at the home market, many &
politicians and economic experts :
(of different socio-political out-~ :
‘looh) foresce a 5 per cent in-:
i erease in coal prices during the
coming months. This naturally

total amount of duty-free im-

ported coal increased from 4,500,-
000 to 5,000,000 tons, of which
the United States was allowed
to send here without tariff 4,-
420,000 tons. Poland, Britamn,
etc.,, were allowed to ship pro-
portionately very much less.

Washington Protests
Only Jan. 30 was it publicly

Charges Rejected

Anybody expecting a heated
debate was disappointed. In the
[poorly attended Bundestag ses-
ision, Professor Erhard rejected
topposition charges that the gov-
ernment had failed to take all
possibie measures in time so as
to avoid the crisis, Dr. Heinrich
1 Deist, Social Democratic eco-

pened to coal already is leading.
to demands for protective tariffs :
from other branches of industry.:
But the Bonn government, what-
ever its own desires, is restricted .
in this matter by commitments:
already made in international”
treaties through the General
Agreement on Trade and Tar-
n‘fs, ete,

Professor Erhard’s status as

known here that the United nomic expert, demanded that
States had sent a protest note‘the crisis be resolved by intro-
Jan. 27 (described here as a:ducing a five-day working week
complaint) and Jan. 29 a de-:for miners (at present pay) as
marche requested that the coal:iwel]l as an investment praogram
tariff enforcement order be post- :and central control of coal im-
poned for 60 days. Dr. Ludger ports. A five-day week, accord-
Westrick, right-hand man of inz to Dr. Deist, would cost an

economic protagonist of the:
“Soziale Marktwirtschaft,” which -
combines competition with so-
cial safeguards, has received a{
severe blow by the coal tariff. ;
And if prices increase, his pres- !
tige as a politician also will suf-"
fer among the population —

Economics Minister Prof. Lud-,exira 500,000,000 to 600,000,000 ; whether he is responsible or nat,




